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Dates to Remember 
 
Fourth Sunday in Advent & Christmas Eve • Dec. 24 
10:15 a.m. Morning Prayer with Hymns 
4 p.m. Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 
9 p.m. Carol Prelude 
9:30 p.m. Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 
 
Christmas Day • Monday, Dec. 25 
10:15 a.m. Christmas Day Service 
 
First Sunday after Christmas • Dec. 31 
8 a.m. & 10:15 a.m. Holy Eucharist 
 
Baptism of Our Lord • Sunday, Jan. 7 
8 a.m. Holy Eucharist 
10:15 a.m. Baptism and Holy Eucharist 
 
Second Sunday after the Epiphany • Jan. 14 
8 a.m. Holy Eucharist at St. John’s, Lafayette 
10 a.m. Holy Eucharist at Good Shepherd, West Lafayette 
 
Third Sunday after the Epiphany • Jan. 21 
8 a.m. Holy Eucharist at St. John’s, Lafayette 
10 a.m. Holy Eucharist at Good Shepherd, West Lafayette 
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Message from the Rector 

The mission of the Church is the reconciliation of all people with God and one another in Christ. That’s straight out of our 
catechism. Reconciliation is a return to a kind of fundamental unity. The Church — both the larger Church as the body of 
Christ in the world and the local church as the Body of Christ here, in this place and time — is supposed to model that 
unity, to be the sign of that unity. That unity does not exist in the world. And I think most of us also know that unity does 
not really exist in the Church, globally or locally. It’s a mystery at best and a pipe dream at worst.  
 
But to be fair, that’s jumping the gun isn’t it? What do we even mean by unity? Do we mean that everyone has to believe 
the same things? Do we have to agree on everything? I think part of the reason that there are so many Christian 
denominations is that we can’t agree. So, we purify ourselves, create our own Christian splinter groups, and make sure 
we’re all on the same page. After all, it’s a fair question, right? If we don’t all agree — about theology, about the Bible, 
about God, about the other big questions of life — at least a little, how can we be a community?  
 
In the Episcopal Church, we have usually taken a different approach — a functional approach. “We don’t care what you 
believe, just do things this way.” This ethos was borne out of the Reformation in England. Queen Elizabeth wanted 
uniformity of practice and obedience rather than uniformity of belief. She had “no desire to make windows into men’s 
souls,” she was reported to have said. This means we sit in church with people we wholly disagree with even about deep, 
important, fundamental things. Unfortunately, even this functional approach only works for so long. Over time, the cracks 
start to show and even that more limited uniformity breaks down. As Rowan Williams describes it in his book Where God 
Happens, “We meet for events. We discharge our obligations. We sign up and do our duties. But we miss the vital and 
living element of unity” (Williams 113, my emphasis). We miss, the vital element that makes for true community and 
shared life.  
 
Williams offers a different way of thinking about the church’s unity.  “I believe,” he says, “it is a unity that fundamentally 
exists in the shared gaze toward Christ, and through Christ to the Father.” He goes on to say: 
 

If we believe that our unity comes from that looking together into a mystery and occasionally nudging one 
another and saying, ‘Look at that!’ it can help us to feel how the unity we enjoy is not primarily about … 
uniformity [of belief or] saying the same words all the time…. But we must be willing to nudge one another and 
describe what we are seeing — whether in or out of the parish. (112-13) 

 
In other words, it isn’t about belief or practice, it’s about a shared relationship, it’s about a shared search for that 
relationship. To my mind, this makes a huge difference.  
 
For my own part, I don’t usually get complaints about theological issues (is that a sign that we’ve already self-selected or 
is everyone just being nice?), but I know from loads of conversations that we don’t all share a unity of belief. And while 
most of the folks at St. John’s at least like traditional worship (again, is that a sign of self-selection?), there’s even 
disagreement about that. What we do share — or what we need to share in order to maintain a real sense of community 
— is the search for a relationship with Jesus and, through Jesus, with God. We’re all looking for the same thing. We’re all 
looking for meaning and love and forgiveness and acceptance. If we are really seeking, if we are really open to those 
things — if we are open to mystery ourselves and willing to share our experience of that mystery, of God, with others 
around us — then we can have different beliefs and experiences without losing our sense of unity and community. In 
fact, I think this will give rise to more humility and grace — this is what I see, tell me what you’re seeing — as well as a 
deeper excitement and joy in our life together.  
 
I hope you are having/have had a glorious Christmas season. I hope that you have seen God happen in your own life and 
in the life of your community. May we continue to seek Jesus and may we share the love of God with one another. — 
Bradley Pace, bradleypace@stjohns-laf.org 
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Worship this Winter at St. John’s 
 

Now that the Capital Campaign has come to a successful conclusion, we can begin the work. The various 
contractors will begin in the church as early as Tuesday, Dec. 26. We will not be worshiping in the church 
during that time.  
 
We have been invited by our friends at the Chapel of the Good Shepherd to worship with them on 
Sunday, Jan. 14, and Sunday, Jan. 21. We will have our regular, Rite I service at 8 a m. on those days. 
However, I encourage everyone to attend worship at Good Shepherd (610 Meridian St., West Lafayette) 
at 10 a.m. on those Sundays.   
 
After that, we will be worshiping in St. John’s Commons until the work is complete. The work will likely 
take longer than we originally expected — as long as three months. We are hoping to be back in the 
church by Palm Sunday (March 25). — Bradley Pace, bradleypace@stjohns-laf.org 
 

The Big Questions: The Episcopal Church and Anglican Christianity 
6:30-8 p.m. Tuesdays, beginning Jan. 23 
 

Why do we bow then and there? Are we high church or low church and what’s the difference? What’s a 
“rector”? What’s all the fuss about Bishops anyway, and why does our rector get so nervous around them? 
How did this worldwide expression of following Christ from Lambeth Palace to Brasilia to Lafayette, Ind., 
develop and become what it is today? In short, what does it mean to be an Episcopalian or Anglican 
Christian? 
 
In January, the Big Questions Classes will take up the Episcopal Church and Anglican Christianity. Classes 
will meet for five sessions on Tuesday nights from 6:30-8 p.m. beginning Jan. 23. Childcare is available, but 
please RSVP if you will need it. For more information, contact Bradley Pace or call the church office at (765) 
742-4079. — Bradley Pace, bradleypace@stjohns-laf.org 
 

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity Prayer Service  
Tuesday, Jan. 16 
 

The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity (WPCU) is celebrated worldwide each January. During this week, 
many churches join together for a common prayer service to celebrate the unity of all Christians. In 2018, 
the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity is the week of Jan. 14-20. The Greater Lafayette prayer service will 
take place on Tuesday, Jan. 16, at Evangelical Covenant Church, 3600 S. Ninth St., Lafayette. The time of 
the service is still to be determined. For more information, contact Bradley Pace at 
bradleypace@gmail.com or call the church office at (765) 742-4079. — Bradley Pace, 
bradleypace@stjohns-laf.org 
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Wrapping up the  

2018 Capital Campaign:  

Our Faith, Our Future 
 

I want to take one final opportunity to thank several people for their hard work on this year’s capital 
campaign. First, I want to thank everyone who has served on the St. John’s Vestry member over the past 
several years. The Vestry began discussing the outline of a capital campaign some three years ago. Tim Smith 
and Jim Marciniak have been on the Vestry almost that entire time. I also want to thank the members of the 
various task forces that began work in 2015 to outline projects; meet with designers, organ builders, and 
community leaders; and to create plans for this campaign.  
 
I want to thank the members of the original steering committee: Randy Brist, Maggie McClure, Heather 
Johnston Nicholson, Doug Powell, Catherine Fraser Riehle, Charlie Shook, Cynthia Stauffacher and Ross 
Watson.  
 
Now that we have come to the end of the campaign, I want to thank all the people who have worked so hard 
over the past few months to get us here: 
 

 Our consultant, Linda Buskirk, was a great help, giving us counsel, helping us with logistics and more.  

 The Center for Congregations and the Diocese of Indianapolis gave St. John’s grants totaling $22,500 
that helped us pay our consulting fees.   

 Here at St. John’s, our parish administrator, Teresa Lohrman, made sure everything ran smoothly 
behind the scenes, and Emily Umulis provided great administrative support as well.  

 In addition to his work on the steering committee and as Senior Warden, Randy Brist helped with 
communications for the campaign.  

 Hilary Cooke served as the spiritual emphasis chair, writing our prayers and keeping us focused and 
grounded in God and our mission.   

 Jim Bodemniller was the Planned Giving Shepherd.  

 Kristine Holtvedt and George Moore worked together to plan our kick-off event in October.  

 Cynthia Stauffacher has been the liaison between the capital campaign and our annual giving 
campaign.  

 Heather Johnston Nicholson has been the campaign cat-herder — or Gift Ambassador coordinator. 
She has done an incredible job keeping track of visits and making sure everyone at St. John’s has had 
a chance to participate in this campaign. 

 Rachel Ravellette and Charlie Shook have served as the campaign co-chairs, and it has been a real 
pleasure working with them. If you didn’t know, this is the second time Charlie has served as the chair 
of a capital campaign here at St. John’s. And he is two for two on coming out well ahead of the 
campaign goal.  
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Many thanks to each and every one of our gift ambassadors. Thank you for stepping out of your comfort 
zones and doing this important work. Thank you for your time and energy. Most of all, thank you for your 
willingness to serve when called upon. We clearly could not have done it without you. 
 
And finally, thanks to all of you for your commitment to and care for this church community and our mission. 
God has richly blessed us, and you have responded to those blessings with grace and generosity. Thank you so 
very much. 
 
So what’s next? Well, you know that some of the work has already begun. The organ is gone and Quimby 
Organ Company in Warrensburg, Mo., is busy building the new one. The bulk of the work in the church will 
begin in January. And the Vestry will continue discerning how we will use additional gifts pledged to the 
campaign once we know the final costs of the projects already planned. 
 
But as I’ve said a few times now, this campaign has been about more than a new organ or restoration work. 
It’s really been about glorifying God in all that we do and about renewing our commitment to the mission and 
ministry whereby we glorify God. St. John’s is a worshiping community called by Christ to grow spiritually and 
to nurture that growth in others, to strive for justice and peace among all people and to respect the dignity of 
every human being, to share God’s love and our lives by reaching out to our community, and to make Christ 
known through word and action. The questions that are always before us as a church are these: How can we 
live out this mission and ministry more fully and more effectively here in Lafayette and this time in our 
history?  How can we grow in the knowledge and love of God, and how can we nurture that growth in 
others? Where in our community — and perhaps beyond it — are we called to seek justice and peace and 
foster reconciliation? Where can we share God’s love — where is it most needed — and where can we share 
our lives by reaching out in our community and beyond? How can we share the good news of Jesus Christ, of 
the redeeming love of God, and of God’s reconciling work in the world? 
 
The Vestry — including the new members of the Vestry — have already been talking about our work for next 
year. We are going to invite members of the congregation into a time of prayer and discernment around these 
questions. Please stay tuned, keep St. John’s in your prayers, and bring the same commitment and care, grace 
and generosity to on-going work as you have to this capital campaign. — Bradley Pace, bradleypace@stjohns-
laf.org  
 

Prayer Journaling at St. John’s  

10 a.m.- 2 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 6 
 
Rebekah Sims and Amy Paget invite you to join them as 
they celebrate Epiphany through Lectio Divina and Prayer 
Journaling. Our come-and-go session starts at 10 a.m. and 
ends at 2 p.m. Lunch and supplies will be provided. Share 
what’s working in your journal, start a new one, learn a new 
practice. A suggested freewill offering of $5 will fund food 
and supplies. — Amy Paget, pagets@gmail.com 
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January Book Group 

Imbeciles: The Supreme Court, American Eugenics, and the Sterilization of Carrie 
Buck by Adam Cohen 
8:30 p.m. Wednesday, Jan. 24  
 
St. John’s Book Group will discuss Adam Cohen’s Imbeciles: The Supreme Court, American Eugenics, and the 
Sterilization of Carrie Buck (2016). 
 
Eugenics? An historical marker on the State Capitol grounds in Indianapolis bears the title: “1907 Indiana 
Eugenics Law.” The text reads, in part: “In 1907, Governor J. Frank Hanly approved the first state eugenics law 
making sterilization mandatory for certain individuals in state custody.” Cohen’s book focuses on eugenics history 
in the U.S., a troubling history revealing societal willingness to pass laws mandating sterilization of certain 
individuals, laws ignoring human dignity, social justice, autonomy. Such laws, ultimately passed in 32 states, were 
driven by the “science” of eugenics, to prevent the feebleminded, the poor, immigrants … – those seen as a lower 
class drag on the upper class – from reproducing.  
 
Cohen uses Carrie Buck’s sterilization to tell this story. Her sterilization followed a sham trial to test the 1924 
Virginia eugenics law. The case was appealed to the U.S. Supreme Court where Justice Oliver Wendell Holmes, Jr., 
wrote the majority opinion declaring the law constitutional. Such “negative” eugenics is now behind us. Modern 
science, however, offers “positive” eugenics. Should we not know history?  
 
We will begin with a PowerPoint presentation on eugenics history, followed by discussion of Cohen’s book. The 
presentation will provide a basis for participation even if you’ve not read the book, so don’t be dissuaded.   
 
Join us Wednesday, Jan. 24, at 6:30 pm in St. John’s Commons. The entire evening will last no longer than 90 
minutes. – Karl Brandt, kb1038@aol.com  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
St. John’s is sharing responsibility for the concert with St. Boniface and Jefferson High School Music Dept.  
Millikin’s choir is one of the finest collegiate choirs in the nation, having performed all over the world.  As an 
added feature, the Jefferson High School Varsity Singers will be opening the concert and also joining with Millikin 
for two selections at the conclusion that will celebrate the Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. holiday the day before.   
 
St. John’s members will be contacted to assist with providing a meal for the university singers and for overnight 
accommodations. The concert begins at 7 p.m. and will showcase a vast array of styles. Tickets are not required 
— a freewill offering will be received. — Michael Bennett, michael@stjohns-laf.org 
 

 

Millikin University Choir Concert 

Tuesday, Jan. 16 
 
On Tuesday Jan. 16, the Millikin University Choir 
(Decatur, Ill.) will be stopping in Lafayette on their 
annual tour. They desired to perform at St. John’s, 
but due to the construction in the nave, the concert 
will be held at St. Boniface Church.  
 



Worshiping • Sharing • Making Christ Known  

 

7 

 

 

  

Pat Annis 
Tony & Kelley Bailey 
Priscilla Bain 
Dick Barman 
John & Elizabeth Barrett 
Patty Barrett 
Jac & Kathie Basden  
Ashley & Cale Bigelow 
Jacquilyn Billey 
Jim & Sandy Bodenmiller 
Barbara Bower 
Vicki Bower 
Nancy Bowker 
Sue Bracey 
Karl & Nancy Brandt 
Steve & Lloyd Brewer 
Jay & Donna Bridgewater 
Randy & Georgia Brist 
Tom Brush & Whitney Walton 
Mary Ann Burns 
Greg Buzzard & Hilary Cooke 
Steve & Sally Byrn 
Mary Campbell 
Cresta Cates 
Jennifer Chandler 
Mary Louise Davis 
Shawn Deignan 
Brien & Becky Dick 
Alyce Dressler 
Sue Eichhorn 
Gayle Ennis 
Sharon Evander 
Jessie Farrington 
Cindy Gerlach & Gary Mueller 
Hilary & Rosemarie Goonewardene 
Sally Hastings 
 

Our Faith, Our Future 

The 2018 Annual Campaign 

 

Thanks to the following members and families of St. John’s who have made a financial commitment to our 
shared mission and ministry through the Annual Campaign. Thank you for all the ways you honor those past 
generations who laid the foundation for our church community, and thank you for the ways you support St. 
John’s future. 
 Barb & Jim Hess 

Susan Hockings & Joe Kappock 
Kristine Holtvedt 
Marylin Howland-Ross & James Ross 
Jenny & Peter Hulen 
Ginny Hull 
Dean Hunter 
Arliss & Linda Jeffries 
Bruce & Kathy Johnson 
Dorothy Jones 
Bill & Kristine Kealey 
Kaye Kleine-Ahlbrandt 
John & Dorinda Kueberth 
Robert Kurtz 
Bob & Carol L’Homme 
Marilyn & Randy Leigh 
John & Deb Lindenlaub 
Robyn Malo 
Greg & Maggie McClure 
Bill & Olynn McInerney 
Jim & Shirley Marciniak 
Margot Marlatt & Rob Sovinski 
Michael Martin 
Neil & Kate Mascarenhas 
Caryl Matthews & Don Nead 
Gaye Matthews 
Roy Meeks 
Aaron Michaux & Heather Cann 
Sylvia Miessler 
George Moore 
Nate & Angela Mosier 
Alison Moss 
Courtenay Murakowski 
Matt & Debra Murawski 
Heather Johnston Nicholson & Cliff Kiefer 
 

Names included are for those members or families who have pledged to the Annual Campaign as of Dec. 14. If you or 
your family’s name should be included and is not, please contact the church office at (765) 742-4079 or 
stjohns@stjohns-laf.org. 
 

Merrill & Kathryn Nielsen 
Bradley Pace & Katie Elder 
Elaine Parvis 
Barbara Penney 
Joseph & Julie Peretin 
Don Pilcher & Linda Meyer 
Raymond Polstra 
Rachel & Jeffrey Ravellette 
Paul & Jo Roberts 
Bonnie & Stuart Robertson 
Carolyn & Jim Roth 
Ken & Catherine Sandhage 
Giff & Mary Scarlett 
Robert Schoenhals 
Sven & Annie Schreiber 
Charlie Shook 
Steve & Rachel Shook 
Wes Shook 
Rebekah Sims 
Bob & Helen Slagel 
Tim Smith 
Dennis & Adelia Sorge 
Cynthia Stauffacher 
Carl Taylor & Michael Benner 
Jane Thompson 
Dave & Liz Topp 
Kyle Tribbett & Stephanie Amador-
Tribbett 
Dave & Emily Umulis 
Joseph & Jane Vanable 
Ross & Charlene Watson 
Bruce & Dee Whitmore 
Tony Wiltse and María Wiltse-Tineo  
Ben Wollenburg 
Phil Wright 
 



 ST. JOHN’S LAFAYETTE 

 

8 

 

  

Next Deadline for The Eagle 
 

The deadline for the February 
Eagle is Monday, Jan. 8. Send 

submissions to  
eagle@stjohns-laf.org. 

An Update on Fr. Bob L’Homme 
 
Many of you have asked about Fr. Bob lately. Bob has surgery on Dec. 
11 to repair his hip. We will keep you updated on his recovery. In the 
meantime, please keep him and Carol in your prayers.  

 

Upcoming Youth Group Dates 

 
Sunday, Jan. 7 

Sunday, Jan. 21 
At the church 

 
Wednesday, Jan. 24 

High school group 
Location TBD 
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St. John's Parishioners, 
 
Thank you for all of the support, donations and well-wishes this past year. The pantry has been successful in 
effectively providing supplemental nourishment to food insecure families, but we still have a few needs in order 
to keep running efficiently.  
 
For donations, neither chicken-noodle soup nor boxed cereal have been readily available for purchase from Food 
Finders for some time but are two of our most-requested items. The standard size (think Campbell’s) cans of soup 
are preferred for our distribution practices. Any boxed cereal or breakfast bars are appreciated. We have plenty 
of egg cartons since we do not distribute eggs frequently, so please do not feel obligated to save your cartons 
from home. 
 
Understandably, many of you are not available to volunteer during our daytime pantry hours, but there are a few 
other ways you can help out. We accumulate a lot of cardboard boxes throughout the week, all of which need to 
be broken down and taken to the recycling plant on South River Road in West Lafayette. If anyone is available to 
help with that, especially on Monday and Wednesday afternoons between 2-3 p.m., it would be most helpful.  
Fridays or Saturdays would be good days to get some cleared out as well. Please email or call me if you are 
interested in helping with this. 
 
On Mondays and Wednesdays we could also use a Delivery Supervisor for about two hours, approximately 1-3 
p.m.  This person would simply guide the volunteers on where to stock the items that arrive and help return 
banana boxes to Food Finders (you may have seen these piled up in the hallway from time to time).   
 
Also, on the first Monday of each month, a large donation (between 400-800 pounds) needs to be picked up from 
St. Tom's in West Lafayette. St. Tom's asks that it be picked up before 11:15 a.m., and it can be delivered to the 
pantry any time after 11:30 a.m. Most weeks I've been able to fit it all in my vehicle; sometimes I have to make 
two trips. This is really a two or three person job, and a truck would be helpful. 
 
We do get surprise large donations from time to time, which the donors usually want picked. If anyone is willing 
to be on call for these instances, please let me know. It is not very often, but tough for one person to handle 
nonetheless. 
 
Again, thank you all for being so welcoming and for all of the prayers during my husband's health crisis this year. I 
am very grateful to the St. John's Family for all of your support. — Donna Barker, Director, St. John's/LUM Food 
Pantry, foodpantry@stjohns-laf.org, (765) 337-4511 
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November Financial Report 

Jubilee Christmas 2017 
 
Jubilee Christmas is always a magical morning, and Dec. 9 was no different. Creating and stocking a toy store 
every year takes a lot of planning, preparation and shopping. Offering a kind and joyful experience to our 
guests requires a lot of love from volunteers.   
 
St. John’s and Good Shepherd came together and hit the mark on all accounts. The magic happened again for 
38 families and 99 children who will be able to have a happy Christmas during a stressful time of their lives. 
Parents can experience the smiles and screams of delight due to the love, kindness and generosity expressed 
by all of you.   
 
Thank you to all. Your prayers, donations, and participation resulted in truly special day.  
 
Remember to reserve Dec. 8 on your calendar for Jubilee Christmas 2018! — Maggie McClure, 
magamcclure@gmail.com 
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From the Vestry: November meeting summary 

 Bradley welcomed Hannah Vinacco as the new youth representative to the Vestry, who will serve 
until the start of the next academic year. He also noted that Catherine Sandhage will be joining the 
Vestry to finish Amy Van Epps’ term. 

 Capital Campaign update: As of Wednesday, Nov. 15, the current amount pledged was $686,950. The 
Vestry discussed additional projects that might be added back that were removed. These included 
cleaning all the stained-glass windows; building cabinets in the back of the church to help with 
storage and reduce clutter; refurbishing the 12-Step meeting room/pantry space, and also adding an 
additional hearing loop and integrated sound system to the parish hall. Other ideas included railings 
to help parishioners down the step after communion and the addition of an automatic east vestibule 
entry door. There were several other suggestions. Please see the 11/15/17 meeting minutes to read 
about all of them. Bradley noted that the Vestry would wait until after the first of the year to make 
decisions based on the final campaign total and how much additional money will be available. 

 Bradley also mentioned using some of the additional pledge funds to give a gift of thanksgiving to an 
as-yet unidentified group or service. Maggie McClure said that if that was done, we would need real 
consent from the congregation. Rachel Ravellette noted that she and Charlie Shook had already 
discussed some kind of thanksgiving offering, consistent with best auditing practices and connected 
to the celebration on 12/2/17. 

 The Capital Campaign celebration will be held on Saturday, Dec. 2, 4-6 p.m. This time frame will 
overlap with the city’s Christmas activities, which include the parade. Access across Main Street will 
be restricted, so folks coming to the celebration from the south side of Lafayette need to plan 
accordingly. Bradley said that St. John’s has reserved the TAF lot and the J&C lot, but we will need to 
make sure there are signs/people indicating the restricted parking. 

 Current 2018 budget info includes 86 pledges so far for approximately $310,000, which is about 
$90,000 short of the projected 2018 budget.  

 The Vestry election is scheduled for Dec. 3, 2017. The slate includes Rebekah Sims, Gayle Ennis, 
Angela Mosier and Elaine Johnson. The Vestry retreat is tentatively scheduled for Feb. 17, 2018. 
Bradley prefers going off site, but a location has not yet been determined. 

 Maggie McClure explained that there will be 99 children from 38 different families for Jubilee 
Christmas. St. John’s will continue soliciting money, toys and volunteers. Jubilee Christmas will be 
held on Saturday, Dec. 9, 2017. 

 Bradley and Hilary have started discussion involving a parish retreat for next year at Waycross, 
tentatively in October 2018. This event is still in the early planning stages. 

 Personnel committee member Randy Brist reported that the committee has already conducted 
personnel reviews with Teresa, Hilary and Michael. Donna Barker’s review will be completed within a 
few days.   

 Bruce Johnson has agreed to draw up emergency plans for the church that will cover all manner of 
emergencies. Additional discussion dealt with the need for an updated security system with multiple 
cameras at several different locations.  

 Bradley will use a week of his continuing education time to take time off the week of Dec. 3, 2017. He 
will still be around and in church but will be using his time to read and prepare for future sermons. 
He also discussed the Prayers of the People and how they are dynamic. Parishioners may have 
noticed that programs and/or people that we routinely pray for may change from time to time. This 
is normal and will continue to happen.  
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