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The Big Questions: The Episcopal Church and Anglican Christianity 
6-‐8 p.m. Tuesdays, beginning 
Jan. 24  
  
Why do we bow then and there? Are we  
high church or low church and what’s the 
difference? What’s a “rector”? What’s all 
the fuss about Bishops anyway, and why 
does our rector get so nervous around 
them? How did this worldwide expression 
of following Christ from Lambeth Palace 
to Brasilia to Lafayette, Ind., develop and 
become what it is today? In short, what 
does it mean to be an Episcopalian or 
Anglican Christian?    
  
In January, the Big Questions Classes will take up the Episcopal Church and Anglican Christianity. Classes  
will meet for five sessions on Tuesday nights from 6-‐8 p.m. beginning Jan. 24.    
  
For more information, contact Bradley Pace or call the church office at (765) 742-‐4079. — Bradley Pace,  
bradleypace@stjohns-‐laf.org 

 
 
 

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity Prayer Service 
Monday, Jan. 23  

 
The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity (WPCU) is 
celebrated worldwide every January. During this 
week, many churches join together for a  
common Prayer Service to celebrate the unity of 
all Christians. In 2017, the Week of Prayer for 
Christian Unity is the week of Jan. 22-‐28. The 
Greater Lafayette prayer service will take place on 
Monday, Jan. 23 at St. Andrew’s United 
Methodist Church, 4703 N 50 W (Salisbury Rd.),  
West Lafayette. The time of the service is still to be determined.  
  
For more information, contact Bradley Pace at bradleypace@gmail.com or call the church office at (765)  
742-‐4079. —Bradley Pace, bradleypace@stjohns-‐laf.org  
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Message from the Rector: In Thanksgiving 
 

Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; 
his mercy endures for ever. 

Let Israel now proclaim, 
“His mercy endures for ever.” 

— Psalm 118.1-‐2 
 
 

Dear sisters and brothers, 
 

Again this year, as we prepare to celebrate Christmas and the New Year, I wanted to tell you how grateful I am for the 
ministry we share at St. John’s. I want to thank you for your generosity, your dedication and your commitment to 
worship, sharing God’s love and making Christ known. 

 
I give thanks to God for those who help make our glorious worship possible — for all our acolytes, Eucharistic ministers, 
MCs, readers, ushers and greeters, especially those folks who entered these ministries over the past year. I am thankful 
for the altar guild and their persistence and dedication. I am thankful for our amazing choir and especially to Vicki 
Bower, James Calabro, Marilyn Leigh, Karen Schoenhals and Rebekah Sims who joined the choir this fall. I am thankful 
for Daniel Bayless. Many of you know that Daniel drives down from South Bend most weeks to join us in worship and 
sing in the choir. You may not know that Daniel will be leaving us in a few weeks to take a new position as the Director 
of Music at St. Mark’s Episcopal Church in Palm Beach Gardens, Fla. Please keep Daniel in your prayers and join me in 
congratulating him. I am thankful for all of you who have been committed to our music ministry over the years. 

 
I give thanks to God for those of you who share God’s love and your lives with our wider community through the St. 
John’s/LUM Food Pantry, through our prayer shawl ministry, through our Eucharistic visitors, through making turkeys for 
the Community meal, and so many other ways. I am thankful for the nine 12-‐step groups who meet here each week.  I 
am thankful for Maggie McClure and all the other volunteers who made Jubilee Christmas such a wonderful program. I 
am thankful for those of you who came to host, to wrap presents and to assist in big ways and small. I am thankful for 
those of you who support this ministry by donating. This year, we hosted 38 families with 87 children. I am thankful for 
10 years of the Wednesday Lunchtime Concerts. I am thankful that you are so willing to open this church and your 
hearts to folks at Christmas time and throughout the year. 

 
I give thanks to God for the children who entered the Church this year through waters of baptism: Bentley Byse, Hunter 
Jackson and Knox Stevens. I am thankful for the 13 people from St. John’s who were confirmed this year: Andrew 
Bigelow, Ruthie Drinkwater, Riley Hogan, Curtis Mason, Katie Mason, Jessie Murawski, Heather Johnston Nicholson, 
Jeffrey Ravellette, Rachel Ravellette, Lydia Shook, Mark Satta, Karen Sickafoose and Hannah Vinacco. I am thankful for all 
those who volunteer to teach Godly Play and the parents who make sure the kids get here each week to hear the stories 
of God and God’s people. I am thankful for the new Middle School class on Sunday mornings. I am thankful for the folks 
who attend the Big Questions classes and who so graciously allow me to run late almost every week. I am thankful for 
the Monday Bible study and the new Tuesday morning Bible study, the EfM alumni book group, and the monthly book 
group for offering so many Christian formation opportunities. I am thankful for Amy Paget and Courtenay 
Murakowski and for organizing Quiet Days and Living Compass sessions. I am thankful for Tim Smith who works with the 
youth group and Rebekah Sims who will be joining us. Thanks to the youth for their energy, curiosity, and faith. (They’re 
an amazing bunch of kids. As someone said recently, “I’ve never been in a youth group where the kids discussed things 
like currency fluctuation and labor markets.”) 

 
I give thanks to God for the lives of Patrice Murphy, Fran Meeks, Ed Osborne, Dorothy Lang, the Rev. Evan Ardley, 
Dorothy Lang, Marian Chalmers, Betsy Vanable, Bryan Stroud, Katie McMillin and Jon Amy and for all they’ve meant to 
this community. 
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I give thanks to God for St. John’s leadership. I am thankful for St. John’s Vestry and for Kathy Johnson, Maggie 
McClure, Carl Taylor and Stephanie Amador Tribbett who were recently elected to serve. I am thankful for Randy Brist’s 
service as Rector’s Warden and for Amy Van Epps, who has served as Parish Warden. I am thankful for all those who 
work behind the scenes: our treasurer, Bill McInerney, the property committee, the counters and all the financial 
secretaries, for Rachel Shook and the finance committee, the stewardship committee, and the investment committee. 

 
I give thanks to God for Bishop Waynick and her leadership. I am also thankful for the election of the Rev. Jennifer 
Baskerville-‐Burrows as the 11th Bishop of the Diocese of Indianapolis. I am thankful St. David’s Episcopal Church in Bean 
Blossom and their commitment to share God’s grace despite threats and intimidation. I am thankful for Hilary Cooke, 
George Moore, Jessie Murawski, Amy Paget, Charlene Watson and others who work in the diocese and in the wider 
Church. I give thanks to God for CJ, Cyrus, Ezra, Hilary, Isaac, Isaiah, Jessie, Judah, Katie, Miriam, Paige, Rachel, Sarah, 
Teddy, Tommy and all the rest who went to Waycross Camp. I am thankful that I had an opportunity to serve as a 
chaplain again this summer. I am thankful for our companion relationship with the Diocese of Brasilia, for their Bishop 
Mauricio and for the opportunity to meet our sisters and brothers there in person. 

 
I give thanks to God for recovery from stroke and hip surgery, for recovery from depression, for new babies on the way, 
and new homes. I give thanks for Sloan Kettering Cancer Center in New York and pray for continued healing for Steve 
Brewer. 

 
I give thanks to God for our recent graduates: for Cyrus Hulen, Mark Satta and Joanna Benskin. I am thankful for all the 
students whose work may one day change the world. I am thankful for all the professors and teachers who are training 
future leaders, doctors, scholars, etc. 

 
I give thanks to God for all those of you who have joined St. John’s over the past year. I give thanks as well for Sally; 
Joanna and Brian; Catherine, Matt, and Greta; Mark; and others who prayed and broke bread with us before moving to 
new communities. 

 
I give thanks to God for my staff. I am thankful for Steve Starks and his three years of dedicated service to the St. 
John’s/LUM Food Pantry. I am thankful for our new director, Donna Barker, and for the considerable skills she brings to 
the pantry. I am thankful for Michael Bennett. His talent is matched only by his energy and his commitment. I am 
thankful for Teresa Lohrman, who does more for St. John’s than anyone could ever imagine. I am thankful for Bob 
L’Homme’s collegiality and wisdom. I am thankful for Hilary Cooke’s 10 years of ministry, for her considerable gifts and 
for what she means to St. John’s. Each member of the staff is a blessing. I hope you will take a moment to let them 
know how much they mean to you and to our shared ministry. 

 
In closing, I give thanks to God for all of you (the named and the unnamed) and for the ways you help in around the 
church, in the community, and beyond. I am so grateful for your commitment to our ministry, for your reverence and 
care of holy things, for your compassion, for your intelligence and creativity. I am so blessed to be here in ministry with 
you. Thank you. And thanks be to God. 

 
Faithfully yours, 

 
The Rev. Dr. Bradley Pace 
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Baptism and Confirmation 
Baptism is the sacrament by which a person is welcomed into the household of God. In water and in the anointing of the 
Holy Spirit, a person is sealed by the Spirit and marked as Christ’s own forever. Baptism is particularly appropriate on 
the feasts of the Baptism of Our Lord (Jan. 8), at the Easter Vigil (April 15), on Pentecost Sunday (June 4) and on All 
Saints Sunday (Nov. 5). If you are interested in being baptized or having your child baptized, please contact me at 
bradleypace@gmail.com or call the church office at (765) 742-‐4079. —Bradley Pace, bradleypace@stjohns-‐laf.org 

 
 
 

Make Sure You’re Connected 
If you haven’t been receiving email updates from St. 
John’s, you may not be on our mailing list. Go to 
www.stjohns-‐laf.org, look in the bottom, right-‐hand 
corner of the homepage under “Connect” and join our 
e-‐newsletter mailing list. If you have signed up but still 
aren’t receiving messages, check your spam folder. If 
you use gmail, for instance, check to make sure the 
messages don’t go to your “social folder.” Either way, 
sign up to make sure you hear about all the news at St. 
John’s. 

 
You can also sign-‐up to follow St. John’s on social 
media. Look for @stjohnslaf on Twitter and Instagram. 
— Bradley Pace, bradleypace@stjohns-‐laf.org 

 
 
 
 
 

Dates to Remember 
 

Saturday, Dec. 24 
4 p.m. Christmas Eve Service 
9 p.m. Prelude Music 
9:30 p.m. Christmas Eve Service 
Sunday, Dec. 25 
10:15 a.m. Christmas Day Service 

 
Please note that the St. John’s office will be closed from Monday, Dec. 26, through 
Friday, Dec. 30. 

 
Sunday, Jan. 1, the First Sunday after Christmas 
8 a.m. Holy Eucharist 
10:15 a.m.  Holy Eucharist 

 
Monday, Jan. 23 
Week of Christian Unity Prayer Service, at St. Andrew’s UMC, West Lafayette; time 
TBD 

 
 

Next Deadline for 
The Eagle 

 
The January deadline for 

submissions to the Eagle is 
Monday, Jan. 16. 

Send submissions to 
eagle@stjohns-‐laf.org. 
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Deaths 
 
 
 

Katie McMillin 
Dec. 3, 2016 

 
Jonathan “Jon” Amy 
Dec. 4, 2016 
Husband of Betty Amy 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

From the Vanable Family 
 
 

Jane and I would like to express our deep gratitude for the warm and generous support of all sorts that we have 
received from the whole St. John’s worshipping community: clergy, staff, choir, and the congregation as a whole, both in 
support of our dealing with the tragic loss of our daughter, Betsy, and in coping with my (thankfully successful) surgery. 
The help you all have provided us is of inestimable value. Please accept our profound thanks for all you have done for 
our family. 

Joe Vanable 
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January Book Group 
6:30 p.m. Wednesday, Jan. 25 
We begin our Book Group “New Year” on Wednesday, Jan. 25, with our annual “Mystery Evening.” Sometimes we read 
just one book, and sometimes we consider a series of books by one author. This year we are exploring any or all of the 
25 mysteries (with one on the way) of American author Donna Leon. 

 
Leon lived in Venice, Italy, for 30-‐plus years, and the city and culture are major features in her mysteries. Commissario 
Guido Brunetti is the fictional hero of the mysteries, with supporting cast members in his family, friends and colleagues 
in the police department. The same core of characters appears in each book, and there is real pleasure in reading the 
books in order to keep up with developments in these people and their relationships. 

 
The first in the series is Death at La Fenice, which she wrote on a lark in 1992. It won first prize in the contest she had 
entered. It’s very well done, and she just keeps getting better. 

 
Leon is a courteous mystery writer, so the violence in these novels is off-‐stage. The focus is on solving the question of 
how the violence happened. However, there are three books among those I have read that could be stressful because of 
the nature of the violence: Death and Judgment (1995) (also published as A Venetian Reckoning), Uniform Justice (2003) 
and The Golden Egg (2013). We will NOT discuss any of these books at our meeting. 

 
Please join the discussion: Wednesday, Jan. 25, at 6:30 p.m. in the Commons.  Enter through the garden door. — Mary 
Campbell, (765) 426-‐5541 

 
 
 

November Financial Report 
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Thanks to the following members and families who have already made a financial 
commitment to St. John’s mission and ministry for 2017. 

Thank you for all the ways you live generously through worship, by sharing God’s love, by 
making Christ known, in community, and through your giving. 

 
 
 

Jon & Betty Amy 
Tony & Kelley Bailey 
Priscilla Bain 
Dick Barman 
John & Liz Barrett 
Patty Barrett 
Jac & Kathie Basden 
Cale & Ashley Bigelow 
Jim & Sandy 

Bodenmiller 
Barbara Bower 
Vicki Bower 
Nancy Bowker 
Sue Bracey 
Karl& Nancy Brandt 
Steve & Lloyd Brewer 
Randy & Georgia Brist 
Mary Ann Burns 
Tom Brush & Whitney 

Walton 
Greg Buzzard & Hilary 

Cooke 
Steve & Sally Byrn 
James Calabro 
Mary Campbell & Joe 

Jackson 
Peter & Linda Cooper 
Shirley Curry 
George & Nancy 

Dandrow Mary 
Lou Davis Dennis & 
Kristin Dell Brian & 
Becky Dick 
Alyce Dressler 

Donald & Heather 
Drinkwater Sue 

Eichhorn Gayle 
Ennis Sharon 
Evander Jessie 
Farrington Cindy 
Gerlach Dotty 
Gist 
Hilary & Rosemarie 

Goonewardene 
Sally Hastings 
Ed & Carol Helgerman 
Jim & Barbara Hess 
Susan Hockings & Joe 

Kappock 
Dan Hogan & Nolie Parnell 
Kristine Holtvedt 
Marylin & James 

Howland-Ross 
Peter & Jenny Hulen 
Ginny Hull 
Dean Hunter 
Arliss & Linda Jeffries 
Bruce & Kathy Johnson 
Dorothy Jones 
Heidi Kauffman 
Bill & Kristine Kealey 
Linda and Rob 

Kirchubel 
Kaye Kleine-Ahlbrandt 
John & Dorinda 

Kueberth 
Robert Kurtz 

Robert & Carol 
L’Homme 

Marilyn & Randy Leigh 
John & Deb Lindenlaub 
Greg & Maggie 

McClure 
Bill & Olynn McInerney 
Jim & Shirley Marciniak 
Michael Martin 
Neil & Kate 

Mascarenhas 
Caryl Matthews  & Don 

Nead 
Gaye Matthews 
Roy Meeks 
Sylvia Miessler 
George Moore 
Nate & Angela Mosier 
Alison Moss 
Courtenay & Dave 

Murakowski 
Matt & Debra Murawski 
Heather Johnston 

Nicholson & Cliff Kiefer 
Merrill & Kathryn Nielsen 
Ken & Jackie Paar 
Bradley Pace & Katie 

Elder 
Ted & Amy Paget 
Barbara Penney 
Don Pilcher & Linda Meyer 
Raymond Polstra 

Doug & Barbara Powell 
Marcia Powell 
Jean Redd 
Mary Rightsell 
Paul & Jo Roberts 
Stuart & Bonnie 

Robertson 
Larry & Mary Anne 

Robinson 
Jim & Carolyn Roth 
Ken & Catherine 

Sandhage 
Giff & Mary Scarlett 
Robert Schoenhals 
Sven & Annie Schreiber 
Charlie Shook 
Steve & Rachel Shook 
Wes Shook 
Bob & Helen Slagel 
Kathy Smith 
Tim Smith 
Dennis & Adelia Sorge 
Cynthia Stauffacher 
Kristen Strandberg 
Carl Taylor & Michael 

Benner 
Jane Thompson 
David & Liz Topp 
Kyle & Stephanie 

Amador Tribbett 
Amy Van Epps 
Joseph & Jane Vanable 
Mary Weeks & Palfrey, Pete 
Ben Wollenburg 

 
 

Names included are those for pledges we received as of Dec. 14. If you or your family’s name should be included 
and is not, please contact the church office at (765) 742-4070 or stjohns@stjohns-laf.org 
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